
Intro to Photography 

January 12th, 2023



Agenda:
1. A little bit about me.

2. Turn in essay (make sure your name is on it.)

3. Go over materials, expectations, etc. 

4. Go over how to submit work digitally.

5. Discuss basic camera equipment.



I’ve been to Hawaii 4 times.

I broke my left leg in high school.

I played a sport in college.

I read over 100 books a year. 

Get to Know Your Teacher Activity
3 truths and a lie

























If you’re curious about our photography and 
videography business, you can check out our 
website: https://amberridge.co/

Alaska Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGDxVD2UaB
U

Wedding Film: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCZIK-7RnNY

https://amberridge.co/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGDxVD2UaBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGDxVD2UaBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCZIK-7RnNY


Expectations and Materials 

● Be on time, class starts at 8:30
● Bring needed materials to class.
● This will be a project based class, so 

grades will come from assignments, 
not tests.

● We will discuss the photos that you 
take in class, which involves 
critique. We will do this in a 
respectful way!

● What to bring to class:
○ Laptop computer (if you have 

one.)
○ Cell phone 
○ A way to physically take notes 

■ Binder or notebook
■ Pens or pencils

○ Folder or binder to keep 
handouts in



Submitting Projects/Work Digitally

● I am going to need an email address from each of you. I will share a Google 
Drive folder with you (that only you and I can see) and that is where you will 
upload photos/assignments. 

● It’s important to name the photos so that it’s not confusing who they belong to 
or what project they go with. Here is how you will do this:
○ Name of Project
○ Last name of student
○ Number of the photo (if there are multiple photos within the same project.) 

Example: FavoriteAnselAdamsPhotoSmith_1



Submitting Projects/Work Digitally

● Digital submissions will need to be uploaded by midnight the night before 
class. 

● For assignments that include a written portion, that part should be printed out 
and turned into me on the day that it’s due. 

● Images should be saved as JPEGs or PNG 

● Let’s take a moment for me to show you an example of how you’d upload a 
photo into the Drive folder. 



Brief History of the Camera

In 1827, Joseph Niepce, a French inventor, was the first permanent photographer. 
He used a silver-coated plate that he made himself in a wooden box camera 
created by Charles Chevalier. The still photograph was of a street scene shot from 
a window. Back then, it took too long an exposure to capture a moving object.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvy7Qlp4A2k



Cameras

There are 3 main kinds of cameras:

1. Film

2.    DSLR

3.   Mirrorless

Of course, now we have smartphone cameras as well, which are kind of in 
their own category. 

Does anyone know anything about these kinds of cameras and their 
functions?



Film Cameras

These cameras use film to capture images, rather than a digital sensor. 
They tend to be less common than digital cameras, but can still produce 
high-quality images.



Famous Film Photographs

“Migrant Mother” was 
taken in 1936 on a 
Graflex Super D.



Famous Film Photographs

“Earthrise” was taken 
in 1968 by a modified 
Hasselblad 500 El



Famous Film Photographs

“Afghan Girl” was 
taken in 1984 on a 
Nikon Fm2.



Famous Film Photographs

This photo was taken 
on 9/11/01 on a Fuji 
645zi. These photos 
would end up on the 
cover of TIME. 



Film Photography Today

You can still use film 
cameras today, but the 
film tends to be 
expensive and 
developing the photos 
take more time and 
effort.  



Film Photography Today

There are lots of film photographers that share their work on 
Instagram, these came from Trev Lee (@trevlee)



DSLR (digital single-lens reflex) Cameras

These cameras use a digital sensor to capture images. They also have a  
mirror system to allow the photographer to view the scene through the 
lens. They tend to be larger and more expensive than other types of 
cameras, but offer a wide range of manual controls and high image quality.



DSLR (digital single-lens reflex) Cameras

When you look through the viewfinder, you aren’t seeing any camera 
settings, but exactly what the world looks like. You won’t know how your 
settings are affecting the image. There is a mirror inside the camera that is 
reflecting through the lens and shows you what you’re going to take a 
photo of. 

Slow motion video showing how the mirror system works:
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptfSW4eW25g



DSLR (digital single-lens reflex) Cameras

Slow motion video showing how the mirror system works:
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptfSW4eW25g



Mirrorless Cameras

These cameras also use a digital sensor to capture images, but do not 
have a mirror system like DSLR cameras. They tend to be smaller and 
lighter than DSLRs, and offer many of the same features.



Mirrorless Cameras

● The screen and the viewfinder are 
both digital. There’s no physical 
mechanisms besides the shutter 
opening and closing. 

Slow motion video of 
mirrorless camera: 
https://youtu.be/v5HyT
_KgFT4?t=9

● Because there’s no mirror, these 
cameras are smaller and lighter 
than DSLR cameras.

● You can see the exact picture that 
you’re going to take (settings 
applied.)

https://youtu.be/v5HyT_KgFT4?t=9
https://youtu.be/v5HyT_KgFT4?t=9


Mirrorless Cameras vs. DSLR Cameras



Smartphone Cameras
Most smartphones today have built-in cameras that are capable of taking high-quality 
photos. They are convenient because they are always with you, but may not have as 
many manual controls as other types of cameras. Smartphone cameras operate the 
same way that a mirrorless camera does. The only difference between a smartphone 
camera and mirrorless is that smartphones don’t have a physical shutter. Everything is 
digital.



Smartphone Cameras
There are some apps that will give you more control over a smartphone camera and 
allow you to edit the photos you take. 

iPhone: Neoshot, Adobe Lightroom

Android: Google Camera, Adobe Lightroom



Camera Lenses
The lens is an important part of the camera, as it determines what the camera can see 
and how it captures light.

There are several different kinds of lenses:

1. Wide Angle 2. Telephoto/Zoom 3. Prime 



Wide Angle Lenses
These lenses have a shorter focal length and allow the photographer to capture a wider 
field of view. They are often used for landscape or architectural photography.

The lower the number, the wider it is.

The lowest is typically 12 mm. 

The highest is 35 mm. 

Anything lower is known as a 
“fish-eye” lens.



Telephoto/Zoom Lenses
Any lens that can have its focal length adjusted. Example: 
24-70 mm. Higher number = more zoom.

These lenses have a longer focal length and allow the 
photographer to capture subjects that are farther away. They 
are often used for sports or wildlife photography.



Prime Lenses
These lenses have a fixed focal length and do not zoom. 
They tend to be sharper and faster than zoom lenses, but 
may require the photographer to move closer or farther 
away from the subject to get the desired framing.

Example: 50 mm.

Most portrait photographers use prime lenses. 



Lenses



Lenses



Videos

What focal length should you use?: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu-VdAK2mOQ

DSLR vs. Mirrorless:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ezKmawMEUs

History of Photography:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsYzSZlzC4Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu-VdAK2mOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ezKmawMEUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsYzSZlzC4Y


Conclusion
Reflect on where you currently are as a photographer. 

What are you hoping to get out of this class? What do you want 
to learn most?

Next week, we will discuss your 5 favorite Ansel Adams photos 
and the 10 photos that you took using him as inspiration. 

So, make sure those are submitted into your Google Drive folder 
by midnight on 1/18!


