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FAITH Home School Tutorial Lab Safety Contract 
 

Working in the laboratory can be an exciting experience, but it can also be quite dangerous if the proper safety rules are 
not followed at all times. The following rules are mandatory. Failure to follow these rules may result in expulsion from the 
lab with a zero grade. Repeated or serious infractions may result in permanent expulsion from the laboratory and/or 
administrative action. Any questions about these rules should be asked before student and parent agree that the student 
will behave in the following manner. Both the student and parent must sign the contract and return to teacher on the first 
day of class.  After the second class, students are not allowed to participate in lab and will receive a 0 grade until the 
contract is returned.  The contract will be returned to the student to be kept in the science binder for future reference. 
 
Conduct 

1. Always move with caution when in the lab. No horseplay is ever allowed in the lab. Do not engage in practical jokes or 
boisterous conduct in the laboratory.  Students are expected to act in a mature and responsible manner to minimize potential 
danger to themselves and others. Any behavior that causes students to be off-task is not permitted. 

2. Remain at your station during the laboratory period. Even if you are obtaining supplies or cleaning up at the conclusion of 

the experiment at least one member of the group must remain with it.  
3. Read all directions for an experiment and be sure you understand the instructions. Follow directions exactly, unless 

instructed otherwise by the teacher. Your teacher is the absolute authority in the lab. Every reasonable request must be 
followed in order to ensure the safety of everyone in the lab. Always follow directions, oral or written, given by the teacher 
before, during, and after the lab. 

4. Never perform experiments that are not authorized by the teacher. Never repeat an experiment unless specifically 
authorized by the teacher.  Never conduct experiments without the supervision of a teacher. 

5. Never handle equipment unless you have specific permission.   
6. Do not sit on tables.  

 
How to Dress 

7. Safety Goggles will be worn over the eyes during all experiments, set-ups, and clean-ups when experiments that have 

the potential to cause eye injury are in progress even if your group's experiment is complete. Failure to do so will result 
in a zero for the first offence and possible expulsion from the lab. Wearing goggles is a requirement  

8. Wear lab aprons whenever you are working with chemicals or heated substances.  
9. Remove or tie back any article of clothing or jewelry that can hang down or touch chemicals or flames before working in the 

laboratory. Long hair must always be tied back securely when in the lab.   
10. Wear disposable gloves as directed by the teacher.  Remove gloves before exiting the laboratory. 
11. Wear shoes that adequately cover the whole foot; low-heeled shoes with non-slip soles are preferable. Do not wear 

sandals, open-toed shoes, open-backed shoes, or high-heeled shoes in the laboratory.  
12. Wear clothing that covers as much skin as possible, t-shirts or long sleeve t-shirts and long pants. That extra layer of 

clothing can protect your skin from chemical splashes.  
13. Personal audio and video equipment (e.g. IPODs) as well as cell phones are prohibited in the laboratory. While working 

in the lab you need to be alert.  Wearing headphones, no matter if they are in one ear or both, compromises your attention.  In 

addition, the headphone wires can get caught on lab equipment and cause an accident.  
 

General Work Procedures 
14. Know the location of: all the exits in the laboratory and Tutorial, fire extinguishers, fire alarms, eye washes.   Know emergency 

procedures as described by the teacher.  
15. Report at once all accidents, unsafe conditions or unusual occurrences to the teacher. Ask the teacher for assistance 

when equipment is broken. 
16. When using alcohol burners, remove flammable substances nearby.  Never reach across a flame.  Do not put things in the 

flame unless instructed to do so by your teacher. Do not leave lit alcohol burners unattended.  
17. Never heat a liquid in a closed container. The expanding gas may blow the container apart, causing injury.  
18. Never point a loaded test tube or container at anyone, especially if it has been heated.  Never look into the opening of a 

container as it is being heated.  

19. Be careful when handling hot glass or metal apparatus in the laboratory. Hot glassware looks just like cold glassware. Do not 
immerse hot glassware in cold water; it may shatter. 

20. Never fill a pipette using mouth suction. Always use a pipetting device.  
21. There is no “safe” electrical voltage. Carefully follow all directions when working with and around electrical equipment.  
22. Work in a well-ventilated area.  
23. Living organisms will be handled properly and all teacher instructions followed concerning their maintenance and 

participation in experimental studies.  
24. When using knives and other sharp instruments, carry with tips and points pointing down and away. Always cut away from 

your body. Never try to catch falling sharp instruments.  
25. If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask the instructor for help. 

Housekeeping 
26. Keep work area and aisles neat and free of any unnecessary objects. Coats, bags, and other personal items must be stored in 

designated areas. Push chairs in when not in use. 
27. Never block access to exits or emergency equipment. 
28. Thoroughly clean your laboratory work space, including wiping down the tables and chairs, at the end of the laboratory 

session. You are responsible for proper care and cleaning of equipment and glassware used during experiments at your lab 
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station and at the specific request of the instructor.  Failure to do so will result in a lowered lab grade. You will be expected to 
pay for any broken glassware or other laboratory equipment. 

29. Do not block the sink drains with debris. Filter solids or other materials before pouring liquids down the drain.  
Hygiene 

30. Eating, drinking, chewing gum, and candy are prohibited in the lab. Only the teacher may give instructions to taste certain 
substances.  

31. Keep your hands away from your eyes, face, mouth and body whenever you are working with chemicals in the lab. Do 

not apply cosmetics while in the laboratory or storage area. 
32. Never use laboratory glassware for eating or drinking purposes.  Do not use lab equipment for food preparation unless the 

equipment has been specifically designated for that purpose. 
33. Wash your hands at the completion of the lab cleanup.  
34. Remove any protective equipment (i.e. gloves, apron, goggles) before leaving the laboratory at the end of class.  

Chemical Handling 
35. Check labels to verify it is the correct substance before using it.  
36. If you transfer chemicals from their original containers, label the new container.  
37. Never touch, taste, or smell a chemical unless directed to do so by your teacher. Many chemicals are poisonous. If you are 

instructed to note the fumes in an experiment, gently wave your hand over the opening of a container and direct the fumes 
toward your nose. Do not inhale the fumes directly from the container. 

38. Notify your teacher of any sensitivities that you may have to particular chemicals if known. 

39. Try to remove only the amount of chemical you will need. Do not return the excess to its original container, but properly 
dispose of it as directed by your teacher. 

40. Avoid contaminating a container of chemical by using separate, clean spatulas or pipets. 
41. Avoid excess toxic gases from escaping by promptly replacing caps or covering beakers/flasks.  
42. Hold containers away from the body when transferring a chemical or solution from one container to another.  
43. Add concentrated acid to water slowly. Never add water to a concentrated acid.  
44. Dispose of all chemicals as instructed by your teacher. Double check the labels of waste containers to make sure you are 

adding chemicals to the correct disposal container.  
45. Do not remove chemicals from the laboratory. 

Accidents and Injuries 
46. Report accidents (spill, breakage,etc.) or injuries (cut, burn, etc.) to the teacher immediately, no matter how trivial. 
47. If you spill a chemical on your skin, wash it off with water as soon as possible. Many chemicals are poisonous, corrosive, or 

both.   
48. If chemical splashes in your eye, flush in the eye wash for 15 minutes.  
49. Never handle broken glass with your bare hands. Use a brush and dustpan to clean up broken glass. Place broken or waste 

glassware in the designated glass disposal container. 
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