
Glossary of Science Fair Terms 

1. Research plan--details the rationale, research question, methodology and risk assessment of 
the proposed research.  Contains: rationale, hypothesis, procedure, risk assessment, data 
analysis and bibliography. 

2. Rationale—the purpose; includes background information about the topic and explains why 
this project was chosen. 

3. Research Question—often just called the  ‘Question’, this is the reason for doing the 
experiment or what the student is trying to learn by doing the project.  Needs to be specific. 

4. Hypothesis—educated guess; the student’s answer to the Question being tested; what the 
student thinks the result of the experiment will be based on the research. 

5. Procedure—the methodology of how the question will be tested to get to the answer.  Very 
detailed. 

6. Risk and Safety—this is the risk assessment where potential risks and safety precautions are 
outlined. 

7. Data Analysis—describes how the data will be analyzed to get a result or results.  This is not 
data. 

8. Bibliography—an alphabetical list of the sources of information used to better understand the topic and 

generate the research plan.  Should be on a separate page.  Use www.easybib.com 
9. Data—information learned while doing the experiment.  Can be numbers or observations.   
10. Results—what the data ‘tells’ the researcher; not a conclusion; what is learned by analyzing 

the data 
11. Conclusion—a  detailed response that relates the purpose of the project and hypothesis of 

the project to the results of the project.   
12. Abstract—a four paragraph summary of the entire project.   
13. Bar Graph—visual representation of data commonly used with science fair projects. 
14. Post Project Summary or Project Summary—an explanation of changes to the procedure 

during the experiment  
15. Science Fair Board—a 3 ft x 4 ft wide, trifold board with sectioned information that details 

the project.  
16. Science Fair Titles—package of premade science fair board titles ie Purpose, Hypothesis, 

Graph, Data, etc 
17. Matte—the paper backing behind the printed sections of the science fair report that is 

attached to the science fair board 
18. Topper—the title board for the science fair board; may have to be purchased separately 

from board, about 12-18” tall and about 3’ wide.  When attached to the top of the board, it 
displays the project title. 

19. Journal—the student notebook in which the student records dates, data and observations 
relating to the experiment. 

20. Form 1B—the permission slip for the project needed to advancement to the Regional Fair; 
required of all projects regardless of advancement. 

21. Student Checklist 1A—form for students that advance to Regional Fair 
22. Adult Sponsor Form 1—form for students that advance to Regional Fair 

http://www.easybib.com/

