
Island of the Blue Dolphins Final Project Options: 
Due: Oct. 26th 
You will choose ONE of the following projects to display your understanding of the book.

A.) . Create a “shoebox museum” displaying artifacts representing Karana's life on the island. 
Label the items in the box. Be sure to write a brief description of each item. Provide details 
explaining how each item relates to Karana’s life on a separate sheet of paper/notecards. Make 
sure to include names for items. This part may be typed. Be creative in making your display! 
Show such things as:
• the clothing, jewelry, tools, utensils and weapons she made
• the house and canoe she built
• the animals she befriended

B.) Diary Entries. If Karana had been literate, she might have kept a diary to record the events 
in her life. Write 3 imaginary diary entries from Karana’s point of view. Choose important events 
from the story that had an effect on Karana and include how she would probably be feeling. Be 
descriptive and creative in your entries. Diary entries should be at least 2 paragraphs with 5-7 
sentences in each paragraph. You are writing this from Karana’s point of view, so
you should be using words like I, me, or my. Some suggestions for important events in Karana’s 
life include:
• The day the Aleut arrived on the island for the first time
• The day Karana’s tribesmen left the island
• The day her brother was killed
• The return of the Aleuts and her friendship with Tutok
• The day Rontu died

C.) Poster board-  Make a poster that lists the basic elements of survival: food and water, 
shelter, clothing. Display the things in Karana’s environment that she used in order to fulfill her 
basic needs. You may draw and color pictures, use pictures cut out from magazines, or use 
items or things you find outside or at home. Label each picture to show what it is. You must 
have at least 3 items in each category.

D.) Research modern day stories of survival. Write a paragraph giving a brief description of 
the stories you read about using at least 5-7 complete sentences. Then, use a Venn diagram to 
compare and contrast the modern day survival stories to the survival story of Karana. You may 
put the Venn diagram on a poster board or large piece of paper.

E.) National Park- Pretend that the Island of the Blue Dolphins (San Nicholas Island) is 
becoming a national park. The students will draw a map of the island based on the descriptions 
from the book. Have students write and illustrate a brochure for visitors to the new island park.


