
How to Write a Formal  Lab Report (must be typed in single space)  
• Title the experiment (if not already done) & date it 
• Purpose—the reason you are doing the experiment; in your textbook, it is stated                        

       in  the ‘introduction’ to the lab 
• Hypothesis—Read through the procedure and write down what you think will    

                                                   happen before starting the experiment. Try not to be vague.  Be     
                                                   specific.   

• Materials—write down all equipment; if the lab is from your book, simply write,         
        “see Exp 1.1 for materials”.  If there is a change, list the change. 

• Procedure—write down each step, in order.  Be detailed. If the lab is in your   
           book,  simply write, “See Exp 1.1 for procedure”. 

• Data/Observations—draw any set up; write down any beginning values like       
           volume, temperature, time, etc. 

• Results—usually a sentence or two; what did you learn from the data.  This is not 
    conclusion—don’t tell WHY you got a result, just state the result. 

• Conclusion—fully formed paragraph; why you think you got your results…see  
                                  below on how to write the conclusion 
 
 
 
 
How to Write a Conclusion  
 

1. Restate purpose 

2. Restate hypothesis 

3. “Based on my results, my hypothesis was…” 

4. Using info learned about the subject, state WHY you think you were right or wrong. 

5. List any error you may have had. 

6. If you could do this project again, state what you would change, test, or do differently. 

7. Describe how your project and results can benefit the world.                                                                        

EVERY CONCLUSION YOU WRITE SHOULD FOLLOW THIS FORMAT.  POINTS AWARDED 

FOR FOLLOWING THE FORMAT.  YOU GET GRACE ON THE CONTENT. 

  



Example:  How to write your Conclusion 
 
Follow the format exactly—that is what will be graded! It’s not about 
how right your answers are, but did you follow directions?  Below is a 
sample conclusion, sentence by sentence.  Your final conclusion should 
be in paragraph form (mine isn’t so that you can see each individual 
part) 
Sentence 1—restate purpose… What happens to 2 objects of different     
                                         densities  when they are in the same container?  
Sentence 2—restate hypothesis…My hypothesis was that the ping  
                                           pong ball would sink.   
Sentence 3—right/wrong hypothesis…Based on my results, my   
                                           hypothesis was wrong.  
Sentence 4—why…I said that the ping pong ball would sink and it  
                                     floated. 
Sentence 5—error  I thought that  the weighted lead sinker on top of  
                                    the ping pong ball would cause it to sink. 
Sentence 6—if repeated/do different…If I were to repeat this     
                                        experiment, I would put each object into the   
                                        popcorn at different times to see what would  
                                        happen.  
Sentence 7—relevance   This lab is important because it helped me to   
                                        see that lower-density substances will always   
                                         float on top of higher-density substances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


