
Writing a Lab Report 
 

1. Title 
a. Include the name of experiment and experiment number, if applicable 
b. For labs in the book, this step is done for you 

2. Objective or Purpose 
a. Usually can be found in the introduction section of the experiment or in the paragraph preceding the lab 

in the book 
b. For labs not in the book, I will tell you the purpose or it will be stated on the lab handout 

3. Hypothesis 
a. Read through the lab and then decide what you think the outcome will be.  
b. There may be multiple hypotheses so read carefully. 
c. I usually try to give you some ideas of what to write. 

4. Materials 
a. Reference the book—no sense rewriting all of that ie “See ECPS Exp 4.1” 
b. Note any changes  

5. Procedure 
a. Reference the book—no sense rewriting all of that ie “See ECPS Exp 4.1” 
b. Note any changes  

6. Data and Observations 
a. Data needs to be organized either in a table or easy to read format ie bullet points. 
b. Always draw the setup and changes seen 

7. Results—may be listed in bullet form, table form, or paragraph form  
8. Graph(s)—most labs in our book will not require a graph.  If one is required, just staple in book 
9. Discussion and Conclusion 

 Restate the purpose 

 Restate the hypothesis 

 State whether the hypothesis was right or wrong.  Ie “Based on my results, my hypothesis was..” 

 Discuss why you believe you got your results 

 List any error(s) 

 If possible, state what you would do differently if you repeated this experiment 

 If possible, state how this experiment  is helpful  

 If you don’t have enough room in the student notebook, type, print and then tape or staple in the book. 
 

Tips and Hints 

 Read the lab before class 

 The night before, fill in the objective/purpose as given in the experiment as well as the Materials and Procedure.  

 While waiting for your experiment to go to completion, go ahead and begin filling in the conclusion—restate the 
purpose and hypothesis 

 After finishing the experiment, if other groups are not finished, work on completing the conclusion.  Less 
homework! Each section of the lab report will be worth points—if you do not complete a section, you lose easy 
points.  The conclusion will be graded on thoroughness—not correctness of results 


